
9(A (New) The method of claim 52 wherein the presence of at least 5 said 
polymorphisms is indicative of a propensity for developing said disease or condition. 

V 

\H 91. (N^w) The method of claim 52, further comprising assembling a record of 

said polymorphisms correlated with the occurrence or severity of said disease or 
condition. 



92. (New) A database comprising one or more of the records assembled by the 
method of claim 90. 

c 

93. (New) The database of claim 92 wherein said database is electronically 
0T*& X searchable. 



94. (New) A method for identifying an agent useful in treating an ABC1- 
dependent disease or condition, wherein said disease or condition is selected from the 
group consisting of a lower than normal HDL level, a higher than normal triglyceride 
level, and a cardiovascular disease, said method comprising administering to said 
subject an agent known to modulate the biological activity of an ABC1 protein or gene 
and wherein said subject exhibits an ABC1 polymorphism identified as indicative of an 
ABC1 disease or condition by the method of claim 52. 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-79 are pending in the case and subject to a restriction. In response, 
Applicant elects claims 50-53 of Group XVI, with traverse. Applicant believes that no 
election of species is required. 

Applicant respectfully contends that the claims of groups XVI, XVII and XVIII 
(claims 50-56) should be combined for examination purposes because all of these 
claims relate to the identification of polymorphisms in the sequence of an ABC1 gene 
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and/or polypeptide as taught in the application and thus a similar, if not the same, 
search must be conducted for each group. In addition, applicant has cancelled claims 
55 and 56 (Group XVIII) and replaced these with new claim 94, directed to a method of 
using the polymorphisms identified in amended claim 52. 

Applicant has amended claims 50-54 to better reflect the nature of the invention. 
Applicant has also added new claims 80-93 as dependent claims from amended claims 
50 and 52 (both of which are part of elected Group XVI). Because these claims are 
interrelated, Applicant believes that they can all be searched together and therefore 
should be combined into one group. 

A two month extension fee for response is included with the present amendment. 
No additional fee is believed due in filing this paper. If any fee is due, Applicant requests 
that the Commission charge such fee to Deposit Account No. 03-0678. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

50. (Amended) A method of determining a propensity for developing a 
disease or condition in a subject at risk of developing said disease or condition , 
wherein said disease or condition is selected from the group consisting of a lower 
than normal HDL level, a higher than normal triglyceride level, and a cardiovascular 
disease, said method comprising determining the presence or absence of at least 
one ABC1 polymorphism in the polynucleotide sequence of an ABC1 regulatory 
region, promoter, or coding sequence or in the amino acid sequence of an ABC1 
protein in a sample obtained from said subject, wherein the presence of said at least 
one ABC1 polymorphism is indicative of a r i sk for propensity for developing said 
disease or condition. 

51. (Amended) The method of claim 50, further comprising analyz i ng 
determining the presence or absence of polymorphisms in at least five ABC1 
polymorphic sites in said po l ynuc le ot i d e nucleotide sequence or said amino acid 
sequence wherein said polymorphic sites are sites where polymorphisms have been 
identified in other subjects. 

52. (Amended) A method for determining whether the presence of an ABC1 
polymorphism in a subject is indicative of a risk for a disease or condition in said 
subject , wherein said disease or condition is selected from the group consisting of a 
lower than normal HDL level, a higher than normal triglyceride level, and a 
cardiovascular disease, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) determining wh e th e r a difference in the pr e va le nc e occurrence or severity 
of said disease or condition in a first subject^ or first set of subjects A diff e rs from sa i d 
prova le nco of said d i s e as e or cond i t i on i n relative to a second subject^ or second set 
of subjects; 

(b) ana l yzing — the — polynuc le ot i d e — s e qu e nc e identifying at least one 
polymorphism in the nucleotide seguence of an ABC1 regulatory region, promoter, 
or coding sequence or the amino acid sequence of an ABC1 protein in a sample 
obtained from said first subject or first set of subjects^ and said second subject^ or 
second set of subjects; and 

(c) d e t e rm i ning wheth e r at lo ast on e ABC1 po l ymorph i sm d i ff e rs between 
sa i d first subj e ct or s o t of subj e cts and said s e cond subject or s e t of subj e cts, 
wh e r ei n correlating the presence or abs e nc e of said ABC1 polymorphism is 
correlat e d with said pr e val e nc e the occurrence or severity of said disease or 



6 



condition, thereby det e rm i n i ng wheth e r sa i d identifying an ABC1 polymorphism that 
is indicative of said risk. 

53. (Amended) The method of claim 52, further comprising analyz i ng 
determining the presence or absence of polymorphisms in at least five ABC1 
polymorphic sites in said po l ynuc le ot i d e nucleotide sequence or said amino acid 
sequence wherein said polymorphic sites are sites where polymorphisms have been 
identified in other subjects. 
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